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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

You Said...We did 

Last year we undertook a consultation with members of the group and our 
community. The Trustees of the Fant Wildlife Group wanted to know what 
you think about our priorities for the future. 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who completed the survey, 
for your comments, suggestions and kind words of support. 

Those who completed the consultation put Conservation designations and 
legislation as their top priority followed by Habitat maintenance and en-
hancement: 

 Top Priority: Conservation designations and legislation 

 Habitat maintenance and enhancement 

 Encourage Community Evolvement 

 Education 

 Site maintenance (including Disabled Access) 

You told us that we should seek legal protection for the Fant Wildlife Area to 
ensure that it can never be built on. 

This year, with your continued support, we are optimistic that Maidstone Bor-
ough Council will grant a 99 year lease to the community to safeguard the 
Fant Wildlife Area for the next generation. We will also continue working 
towards Local Nature Reserve (LNR) status. 

You can find out much more about how we are put-
ting your views into action on our website. 

Alistair Black 
As you may know, Alistair Black passed away on 13 
July. Alistair was a Borough Councillor and Trustee 
of the Fant Wildlife Group since October 2011. 

Alistair was a great supporter of our work and we will 
all miss his stories about encounters with the wildlife of Rhodesia, where he 
lived for many years, before retiring to Maidstone. 

To mark his contribution to the Group we will be planting a tree. Anyone 
wishing to join in the tree planting should meet at the Fant Wildlife Area at 
12noon on Saturday 14th November. 

Autumn 2015 

Upcoming Events 
 Saturday 12th September 
Workparty 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 23rd September 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 10th October 
Workparty 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 10th October 
Harvest Home 12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 17th October 
Nature Spotter - Small Mammals 
 
 Wednesday 4th November 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 14th November 
Workparty 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 12th December 
Workparty 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 12th December 
Tree Dressing 12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 16th December 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
Our regular workparty takes place 
on the second Saturday of each 
month from 10am. You can get 
involved with all kinds of activi-
ties to help keep your nature 
reserve in great condition.  
 
Committee Meetings 
Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet 6 weekly at the Wal-
nut Tree. 
 
You can find out more infor-
mation about upcoming events 
on our website and facebook 
page. 

http://www.freewebs.com/fantwildlife/you_said_we_did.html�


Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

Butterflies and Bumblebees 
On 18 July and 15 August we held two wildlife spotting events, which fo-
cused on the many insects that can be found on site at this time of year. 
The combination of flowering plans and areas of long grass make the Fant 
Wildlife Area a haven for many species. 

On 18 July we recorded 7 species of butterfly, 2 species of bumblebee, 2 
species of grasshopper and 1 species of cricket. The weather was less favoura-
ble on 15 August with a slight breeze and overcast skies but we were lucky 
enough to see some Comma butterflies 
and Conops flavipes a species of fly 
which uses defensive mimicry to avoid 
its predators. This is the first recorded 
sighting of this species of fly which is a 
parasite of bumblebees. 

A range of other opportunities to spot 
wildlife take place through the year; 
take a look at Upcoming Events to find 
out more. 

Harvest Home 
On 10 October we will be celebrating the edible plants which you will find at the Fant Wildlife Area. 

This year has seen another bumper crop of blackberries and elderberries so get picking and share your edible crea-
tions with us on 10 October. 

Take a look at our website for interesting recipe ideas for damsons, apples, nettle and mint. 

Conops flavipes 
Comma (Polygonia c‐album) 

Buff tailed bumblebee 

Ovo Trees 

We have been successful in our application for free trees through the Ovo En-
ergy 2015 tree planting programme. The scheme is supported by The Conser-
vation Volunteers (TCV) and will plant 95,000 trees across the country this 
year. 

In January we will take delivery on 50 saplings including Rowan, Bird Cherry, 
Field Maple, Crab Apple and Cherry Plum. We hope to engage children from 
local schools in planting the trees which will create a new mixed hedgerow 
along the southern edge of the Fant Wildlife Area. 

Gentle Reminder 
If you pay your membership subscription annually by cash or cheque, this is a 
gentle reminder that your subscription was due on 1 July. 

You can continue to pay by cash or cheque, but we would like to encourage 
you to set up a standing order instruction with your bank. If you bank online 
you may be able to set up a new instruction using our sort code and account 
number: 

The Fant Wildlife Group 

Bank and Branch Name: CAF Bank Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Ave, West Malling, 
ME19 4JQ Account Number: 00017405 Sort Code: 40-52-40 

The current annual subscription rate is £12 for an individual or £24 for a 
household. Household membership includes any number of adults or children 
living at the same postal address. Obviously, if you feel able to pay more we 
would be very grateful. 

Please send cheques including your name and address to: Fant Wildlife Group 
Membership Secretary c/o 8 Chilham Road, Maidstone, ME16 0PE 

http://www.freewebs.com/fantwildlife/recipe_book.html�
http://www.freewebs.com/fantwildlife/join_in_pictures/Standing_Order.pdf�

